accused of preparing a 1948-style 'Prague coup '. 6 From this point onwards there was much greater political interaction between these countries. Czechoslovak authorities carefully observed the developments in Portugal and used the newly re-established relations to promote mutual trade, offer education programmes for Portuguese students in Czechoslovakia and support leftist economic reforms.
This article will -on one level -address the role of Czechoslovakia in Portugal's Carnation Revolution and the subsequent so-called Ongoing Revolutionary Process (Processo Revolucionário Em Curso; PREC). How did the Czechoslovak government perceive the changes in Portugal? Was Czechoslovakia willing to support a possible communist coup d'état? Was the possibility of the Eastern Bloc 'acquiring' Portugal ever realistic? Many leaders across the Eastern Bloc fervently hoped for this outcome. 7 The US Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, feared it, believing the 1974 'Carnation Revolution' might be a replay of the February 1917 Russian Revolution, with Mário Soares playing the role of Alexander Kerensky and paving the way for a radical or Bolshevik takeover. 8 The article will then discuss whether there were serious Czechoslovak attempts to use its experience and solidarity with Portuguese communist exiles prior to 1968 to strengthen the role of communists in Portuguese politics after 1974. It will explore the changing attitude of Portuguese democratic governments towards the Czechoslovak communist regime in the late 1970s and in the 1980s. Was there a strategy to use the experience of the Carnation Revolution to liberalise Czechoslovakia in the 1980s? Did the Portuguese play a role in the Velvet Revolution of November 1989?
The Crushing of the Prague Spring and its Aftermath
The protest movements that marked the 1960s were not limited to the West. Such activism manifested itself in authoritarian countries in the East and South of the continent too. 9 These resulted in hesitant changes of politics, not only in Czechoslovakia, which witnessed its 'spring' of reforms, but also Portugal, which went through a relative liberalisation of the political and economic system under Caetano, which was also dubbed a 'spring'. In both cases there were sections of both societies opposed to liberalisation. In Portugal, Caetano was an example of the technocratic second generation of the authoritarian elite, who were willing to let others share power with the state apparatus as long as it would help the country modernise and remain stable. 10 In Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubček moulded a new consensus which gained popular support and turned the Communist Party into the 'voice' of the people, creating a more democratic 'socialism with a human face'. Neither of them were able to manage the changes they started. In the case of Portugal, Caetano introduced moderate reforms from 1968 to 1974 and then lost control of the situation, primarily due to a long colonial war in Africa. In addition Portugal faced an economic crisis with high inflation and unemployment, aggravated by the Oil Crisis in 1973. Caetano admitted in his memoirs that the economic situation in 1972-1974 was almost unmanageable, and, in addition to the high costs of the war, he blamed the high prices of food and consumer products imported from the European Economic Community and the United States. 11 In Czechoslovakia, Dubček was given much less time; he was backed by a wave of enthusiasm within the population, but lacked the trust of allies in Moscow, who were afraid he would eventually lose control of the situation. The advance of Czechoslovak reforms was stopped after the Soviet invasion in August 1968, and Dubček was soon ousted from high politics.
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The PCP was paying a close attention to the events in Prague and it is therefore important to follow the Portuguese, predominantly political, exiles in Czechoslovakia, who were deeply affected by their experience of 1968. This would later affect their role as intermediaries between the Eastern Bloc and the Carnation Revolution.
Although exiles remained few in number -certainly in comparison with Portuguese communities in Western European countries like France or Luxembourg -there were a number of important political figures among the twenty political exiles living in Czechoslovakia in the 1960s. Whereas Portuguese emigrants who primarily sought better employment living standards had gone to Western Europe, those political exiles who sought safety and asylum found it in Czechoslovakia -a country which was generally ignored by the Portuguese intelligence service. 13 The migrants in Czechoslovakia were offered student slots, jobs at universities and radio stations with foreign broadcasting and employment as workers in local factories.
The political culture of the Portuguese communist diaspora, which had developed already in the early 1950s, was represented by two key figures in Prague. The first was Cândida Ventura, a member of the PCP Central Committee, who had been imprisoned by Portuguese authorities for several years before coming to Czechoslovakia for medical treatment and eventually deciding to stay in 1965. She replaced Georgette Ferreira, the local head of the PCP, who had lived in Prague in the first half of the 1960s. Ventura later stated in an interview with Portuguese journalist Adelino Cunha that she was shocked by the reality of socialism during her first visits but accepted that she should stay given the offer of the International Office of the Czechoslovak Communist Party (Komunistická stranaČeskoslovenska; CCP) in Prague. 'I wanted to know everything up to the end', she recalled.
14 In Prague, she was the head of the PCP cell and editor of the World Marxist Review.
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The second figure was Flausino Torres. He was a renowned historian and communist veteran who taught at the Faculty of the Arts at Charles University in Prague, where he published a textbook of Portuguese history for Czech students.
16
Álvaro Cunhal, the Secretary General of the PCP from 1943, who remained in political asylum in Moscow until 1965 and after that in Paris, regularly checked on the party members in Prague, especially on Ventura, with whom he had a strong friendship. According to some sources Cunhal had his own secret apartment in Prague, which he used for undercover meetings under the name 'Duarte', a nickname from the time of his earlier clandestine activities in Portugal. 17 During his visits to Czechoslovakia he observed with growing concern that there were visible changes in the behaviour of CCP members. He was worried about the growing discontent among Czechoslovak communists under the leadership of President Antonín Novotný, and he stated to his friends in Portugal that the 'opening' they were hearing about was nothing but 'an atmosphere of great evil'. 18 20 The hopes of the Prague Spring ended with the invasion of Czechoslovakia by the Warsaw Pact. Cunhal's good relationship with the Soviets meant the PCP Central Committee decided to support the invasion and justified it with the official claim that it was necessary to preserve authentic Marxism-Leninism in Czechoslovakia. After CCP officials were forced to sign the Moscow Protocol on the temporary stay of Soviet troops in Czechoslovakia on 27 August 1968, the PCP Central Committee expressed in a communiqué that the 'normalisation' process after the invasion meant 'a real fragmentation of the anti-socialist counter-revolutionary forces'. 21 Portuguese sympathy with the Soviet invasion did not find any support among the other Western European communist parties. The non-communist Portuguese opposition understood Cunhal's approach as an attempt to obtain more aid for the PCP from Moscow. 22 Indeed, the PCP's underground activity could not have proceeded any further without money and materials for copy machines, pamphlets and fake documents. In the light of visible ruptures in the socialist camp, namely by the Sino-Soviet conflict, a condemnation of Moscow could have also meant a loss of authority for the Soviet Union and of credibility for socialism more generally. 23 The Portuguese commitment to the Soviet version of proletarian internationalism also had strong domestic roots. During the early 1960s, when Cunhal had barely reestablished the effective leadership of the party after his imprisonment, pro-Maoist agitation within the ranks began to divide the party, ending in several expulsions in 1964.
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The Portuguese communists residing in Czechoslovakia decided to speak their own minds; Mercedes Ferreira, who lived in Czechoslovakia with her husband and two children, came to Torres on the morning of the invasion on 21 August. 25 They sat together, and, as recorded in Torres's diary, everybody thought: 'Is it possible? The Soviet Union, the Motherland of Socialism, as we all used to call it . . . has invaded a friendly country!' 26 On 16 September they wrote and signed a proclamation which fully backed the reforms in Czechoslovakia and condemned the invasion. Besides Ferreira and Torres, Álvaro Bandarra, a student of the Faculty of the Arts, also signed the proclamation, but Ventura did not. She later stated that she had declined to sign it out of respect for Cunhal and wanted to explain to him the position of the Czechoslovak cell personally.
27 That said, she was a close friend of well-known Czech writer and pre-war member of the CCP, Lenka Reinerová, who was imprisoned by the communist government in 1952 on fabricated allegations of Trotskyism and Zionism. She warned Ventura not to sign any proclamation and not to even dare oppose the party, which clearly could have dramatic consequences for Ventura. 28 Cunhal came to Prague in person to discuss the situation with the diaspora. After a very emotional meeting with the whole group, he condemned the proclamation and stated that nobody would pay any attention to it back in Portugal. 29 The meeting not only engendered Ventura's disillusionment with Cunhal but also with the party and the whole idea of communism in general. In 1969 the families of Ferreira and Torres left Czechoslovakia, as did Bandarra. Ventura stayed in Czechoslovakia until 1975 but remained bitter about what had happened in 1968.
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In the 2012 edition of her memoirs she wrote about the reform process during the Prague Spring period: 'those who watched that intense work could not be deaf to the importance that it had and is continuing to have, not only for the people of the East in the fight for independence, but also for all the people of the world'. 31 According to her daughter Rosa, who spent several years with her mother in Prague, Ventura was traumatised when she saw her former Czech colleagues who were fired from government and party positions, and later forced to drive trams or clean streets, because of their support for the Prague Spring. 32 Despite her inner turmoil Ventura represented the PCP in Czechoslovakia until 1975, when she decided to return to Portugal during the tumult of the Carnation Revolution. She went to work for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs but regularly returned to Czechoslovakia to fulfil her duties as the PCP ambassador in the country. Ultimately, like the other comrades in Prague after 1968, she abandoned the party. She then began teaching at a high school in the city of Portimão. 33 obvious that she had stayed in Czechoslovakia so long only because she enjoyed her direct access to the highest levels of the CCP and the benefits that ensued. 34 Both the disillusionment of the Portuguese exile communities in Prague and the support for the Soviet intervention on the part of the PCP became important factors in mediating the next major challenge in these two countries' relationship, presented by the collapse of the Portuguese dictatorship and the so-called 'Carnation Revolution' of 1974.
The Carnation Revolution and the Ongoing Revolutionary Process
Even before the collapse of the Salazar regime, the Czechoslovak government recognised de facto the authoritarian regimes of the Iberian Peninsula as legitimate governments, and economic exchange both within Europe and across the Portuguese Empire began to grow. 35 Portugal was interested in Czech chemical production, porcelain and glass, while Czechoslovakia needed rare metals. In 1968 the Czechoslovak organisations responsible for foreign trade decided to develop a sophisticated wolfram mine complex together with a Portuguese company Sociedade Mineira. The Czechoslovaks intended to invest 2,000,000 US dollars in mining machinery. The official paper of the CCP, Rudé právo, began to tone down its attacks on Caetano and Franco. 36 In the case of the Franco regime, relations with Eastern Bloc countries became increasingly friendly, not only within the framework of détente but also because of the open hostility which existed between the Soviet Union and the Eurocommunist Spanish Communist Party.
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Economic links began to grow in the Portuguese Empire too. Certainly, Czechoslovak criticism of Portuguese attempts to suppress the fight for African independence continued to be very strong, at least rhetorically. When the British paper The Daily Telegraph wrote in May 1971 about the Czechoslovak involvement in the construction of the Cabora-Bassa Dam in Mozambique, Prague reacted with a strong denial. Czechoslovakia did not want to be connected with Portugal as a henchman in one of its colonies. 38 The evidence on this particular issue is inconclusive; nevertheless, Czechoslovakia had a long history of business exchange with Portuguese companies in African colonies, especially Angola in the 1960s.
Czechoslovak enterprises exported trucks and machine tools to this Portuguese territory and imported iron ore. When asked in 1965 by the pro-independence People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (Movimento Popular de Libertação de Angola; MPLA) to boycott trade with Portugal, the Czechoslovak authorities refused, arguing that they had no intention of changing trade policies which had been successfully developed over the preceding years. 39 Despite this development of economic relations, the Czechoslovak government nevertheless initially viewed the collapse of the Salazar regime as an opportunity to support the development of socialism similar to the Eastern European variant on the Iberian Peninsula. At first the military coup of 25 April 1974, which was a climax of socio-economic and political tensions in Portugal, took the CCP by surprise, as shown by Czechoslovak media coverage and uncertainties about which ideological line to take. Rudé právo recounted the coup in a rather vague and non-committal report, copied from Le Monde, as an 'uprising of captains against generals', referring to the mid-ranking officers who had organised themselves into the Armed Forces Movement (Movimento das Forças Armadas; MFA). 40 Over the following days the Portuguese military was shown to have been the ultimate source of Caetano's power. The coup brought into open the disaffection with the regime felt by the majority of Portuguese society. This resulted in the immediate collapse of the regime, its government and security structures.
Although from an ideological point of view the uncertain political situation in Portugal after the fall of the dictatorship was not initially grasped by Eastern Bloc communists as an opportunity to bring the whole country into the 'family of socialism', the revolution certainly evoked sympathies in the Kremlin and amongst its allies. 41 These sympathies grew in June 1974 when the MFA insisted on naming a pro-communist military officer, Colonel Vasco Gonçalves, the new prime minister of the interim government. The conservative President António de Spínola, who had been a colonial war hero and opponent of Caetano before 25 April, tried to block the ascent of the communists and socialists, as well as the shift to the left within the MFA. He adopted a Gaullist leadership style and attempted to organise a rally which would show the support from the 'silent majority'. When the left-wing parties and organisations promptly reacted by erecting barricades in Lisbon, Spínola called off his supporters and resigned from the presidency on 30 September. 42 Portugal moved further to the left when Spínola was replaced with the ideologically flexible General Costa Gomes. Czechoslovak diplomats did not hide the enthusiasm in their reports. 'The most recent political developments have shown that the interim government 39 Petr Zídek and Karel Sieber,Československo a subsaharská Afrika 1948 Afrika -1974 After decades of closure, embassies in Lisbon and Prague were reopened and business relations were developed on the basis of new intergovernmental agreements, abandoning several limits for mutual trade that had been set in the Marcelist era. One of the high ranking diplomats of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jindřich Tuček, was sent to Lisbon in August 1974 to prepare the infrastructure for the embassy and to assemble intelligence reports about political developments in Portugal. 44 The first Portuguese ambassador to Prague, António de Magalhães Colaço, was enthusiastically received by Czechoslovak government officials during his first weeks in office in the late 1974.
45 In contrast to other Western European diplomats, he maintained contacts with CCP officials and valued his meeting with Alois Indra, the president of the Czechoslovak Federal Assembly, who had played a central role in the normalisation process after the 1968 Warsaw Pact invasion. 46 However, many figures within the Czechoslovak government were in fact lukewarm in their support for a communist future in Portugal. Part of the reason for this lay in the fact that between 1968 and 1974, the relationship between the Portuguese and Czechoslovak communists had cooled considerably, due to the improvement of commercial contacts between both countries, which was met by the PCP leadership with a silent disapproval. Furthermore, the personal animosity between Cunhal and Vasil Biľak, the Secretary of International Relations of the CCP Central Committee, complicated the relationship between both parties: Cunhal was an intellectual and artist, Biľak a former worker lacking in education and charisma. 47 The international context of détente did not play well either in the thoughts of a support for communist takeover in Lisbon. Nor were Czechoslovak travellers to the Iberian peninsula during this period much impressed by the PCP. Many scholars and students of the Portuguese language, who were invited by the PCP and Portuguese universities, remarked on the naïveté and idealism of the young communists in Portugal, who dreamed of a utopian future while Czechoslovak students were still recovering from the 'cold shower' of the Soviet invasion and the country's subsequent normalisation. 51 The interest is easily explicable -Portugal was still a country where agriculture and light industry had dominant roles. Czechoslovak enterprises had the potential to play a significant role in the economic modernisation of the country. 52 In this regard Czechoslovak communists actually appeared more interested in Portugal as a market for their own expertise than for its revolutionary potential. This economic interest extended to Portugal's former colonies in Africa too. As Caetano's Empire collapsed alongside the implosion of his regime in Portugal, Czechoslovak officials redirected financial and material support packages to Angola in particular. They soon recognised the potential of this country, whose enormous reserves of oil and diamonds, alongside its highly valued coffee, cocoa and cotton, could help to fulfil the natural resource needs of Czechoslovakia. In return the Czechoslovak government could deliver arms and other military equipment to the government in Luanda, which was trying to bring the entire Angolan territory under control. 54 According to the British historian Kenneth Maxwell, the Soviet Union sent 45 million US dollars to the PCP in 1974-75. 55 The fear that anti-democratic Marxist-Leninists could consolidate their power in an alliance with left-wing military officers was also very present in the US State Department. Kissinger complained that the influence of communists in state institutions, media and trade unions was so large that Portugal was probably lost to the West. 56 US Vice President Nelson Rockefeller described events in Portugal as probably 'the most tragic of all in terms of the future of freedom in the word'. 57 The CIA authorised donations for Soares's Socialists of between 2 and 10 million US dollars per month. 58 These fears, however, were overstated, as in fact the Soviets were acting cautiously, careful not to derail détente and endanger the Helsinki Accords by gambling on a communist revolution in Portugal. During a trip to the Soviet Union, Minister of Labour Major Costa Martins was told by the Soviets that Portugal had by all means to remain in NATO. The Polish leader, Edward Gierek, urged Gonçalves and Cunhal to avoid actions that could polarise the relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union, and damage détente. The Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei A. Gromyko repeatedly reaffirmed to his Western counterparts that the Portuguese events were entirely home grown and that the Soviets were not interfering. 59 The British Ambassador to Moscow, Terence Garvey, stated that the Kremlin did not desire 'an early takeover' of the PCP. The problem was to define what control the Soviets were able to exercise on Cunhal and the PCP. 'Portugal must be a serious headache for Moscow, both in the Westpolitik context and in the CPU's relations with West European communist parties', Garvey concluded. 60 Nor did the Portuguese political exiles in Prague advocate strongly that the Eastern Bloc support a communist Portugal. Its leaders, such as Torres, supported the democratisation process after 25 April, but he was worried about the deep involvement of the army in it. He refused to join the Socialist Party and died in December 1974. 61 Cândida Ventura and her nephew Joaquim, who stayed in Czechoslovakia until 1976, continued to work for the PCP for some time, but eventually left the party and politics. Only Georgette Ferreira kept her seat in the PCP Central Committee and became a deputy in the Constitutional Assembly. 62 The former foreign policy aide to the later Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev, Anatoly C. Chernyaev, aptly described Soviet policy in the following manner: 'nobody really wanted to talk about Portugal. I think that . . . because of the almost intangible lines of the interest spheres with the Americans (Czechoslovakiaours, Portugal -yours) ' . 63 This interpretation is confirmed by activities of the Czechoslovak embassy in Lisbon. Six months after its opening, Ambassador Miloslav Hrůza, who was an experienced diplomat and the deputy minister of foreign affairs before his appointment to Lisbon, asked the employees of the embassy to write down their ideas about possible ways to use Czechoslovak exports and credits for Portugal, in order to support its path to socialism. Not all of the employees believed that such a future would be possible for Portugal. The ambassador then defended the opinion of one of the employees: 'he's right. Portugal won't take the direction of socialism.' 66 Cunhal, in an interview with an Italian journalist Oriana Fallaci, stated with confidence: 'this election has nothing . . . to do with the dynamics of the Revolution . . . I can promise you that there won't be any parliament in Portugal'. 67 In the turbulent summer of 1975, when the tensions between pro-socialist and right-wing groups increased, the Portuguese embassy in Prague received letters from Czech and Slovak workers' collectives supporting the 'democratic development' and the fight against 'counter-revolutionary groups'. 68 The ambassadors of socialist countries organised regular closed meetings to further discuss a mutual approach in the political development. 69 The unsuccessful coup d'état attempt on 25 November 1975, in which a group of far-left military paratroopers tried to oust the government, mobilised the Portuguese public in support of democracy and prevented further PCP infiltration of the military, media and public enterprises. On 5 December 1975 Cunhal publicly denied that the party was responsible for the leftist armed coup but admitted that, following the coup, 'some failures and losses in the recent position are inevitable'. 70 The Czechoslovak officials regarded the events of 25 November as an impulsive and unorganised action of far-left soldiers which resulted in the PCP being suspected of the support for the coup. 71 Partly because of conspiracy theories, the PCP received only 14 per cent of the vote in the parliamentary elections in 1976, a result which dashed any fantasies of making Portugal a member of the 'socialist camp'. In this regard, diplomatic correspondence between Prague and the Czechoslovak embassy in Lisbon shows that the Czechoslovak authorities were relieved that the political turbulence was settled without violence and possible complications for East-West relations.
72
Although the communists had hoped to play a key role in the newly democratic Portugal, and worked strategically and with discipline to achieve their goals, the actions of far-left army officers and the impulsive politics of new pro-communist, socialist parties and movements probably cost them a significant amount of electoral support. 73 When the socialists formed a minority government in July 1976 it was clear that the PCP had definitely lost momentum. 74 In a November 1991 interview, Zita Seabra, a former PCP member, explained the attitude of the PCP toward the new democratic regime: 'the Party had an ambiguous political line. Namely, in asserting that the revolution was ongoing, and at the same time that it was not through playing the electoral game that we would achieve power. . . . But for us it was clear that there would never be an armed revolution or a coup d'état in Portugal and that the revolution had ended.' 75 Although this implies that, at least from 1976 on, Portuguese communists resigned themselves to a parliamentary democracy, it does contradict what she told Marina Lopes, a Portuguese language lecturer in Prague, during her visit to Czechoslovakia in May 1981. On this occasion, Seabra claimed that only an armed revolution could still turn Portugal into a socialist country. 76 Nevertheless, Cunhal's party was weakened and gradually assumed a rather defensive position in Portuguese politics. The Western democratisation of Portugal was obvious, its allegiance to NATO was not in doubt and the PCP's orientation toward Moscow did not play well for moderate leftist voters nor for any ideas of a coalition with other Portuguese parties -in contrast to Spain or other Western European countries where communist movements supported Eurocommunism. This difference was brilliantly pointed out by the British novelist, Graham Greene, by the main characters in his novel, Monsignor Quixote:
'Cunhal is a better man than Carrillo. -I thought Carrillo was a good man as communists go.
-You can't trust a Euro-Communist. '
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The loyalty of the PCP to the Kremlin was appreciated, but the Soviets would not go against the will of the official Portuguese representatives. When the Czechoslovak Ambassador Hrůza met his Soviet counterpart Arnold I. Kalinin in September 1976 to discuss relations with Portugal, the Soviet ambassador pointed out that the Soviet Union 'will henceforth develop them in all spheres of mutual interest, but it will make sure that . . . regarding the Soviet special interest, it will not unilaterally pursue for realisation unless the Portuguese counterpart is willing to'. 78 The communists in Lisbon received only limited support from their Soviet comrades while European Economic Community members and the United States, with the help of generous credits and the weight of NATO, actively backed Mário Soares and his Socialists. Recognising this, the PCP became a loyal opposition, respecting the legal, Socialist government. 79 The Czechoslovak government, for its part, continued to offer only lukewarm support -perceiving the demands of East-West rapprochement, and the advantages of penetrating the markets of both Portugal itself and its former colonies, as more important factors in the development of their longer-term relationship with a multi-party democratic Portugal.
Nevertheless, the Czechoslovak government did continue to support some schemes to underpin the export of communist methods and thought to a postauthoritarian Portugal. Czechoslovak cooperative farmers went to the Portuguese region of Alentejo to teach the local peasants how to work with the soil that they now 'owned' within the framework of the Portuguese Agrarian Reform. 80 Like other Eastern Bloc embassies in Lisbon, Czechoslovaks created a 'Society of Friendship with Czechoslovakia' after 1974.
81 A significant element in establishing new links were scholarships and fellowships for Portuguese students and young professionals, to enable mixing with students at Czech and Slovak universities in a way that would enable them to 'especially get a deeper and direct knowledge of constructing socialism in our country (Czechoslovakia -PS)'; to attract them, in other words, to socialism. 82 Yet, like many such projects, it was not a success story: the quota of fifty scholarships per year offered by Czechoslovak communists to Portuguese students was never filled. The total number of Portuguese scholarship holders in Czechoslovakia between 1974 and 1989 was never more than 200.
83 There are many reports of them becoming very close to the Lusophone students from Africa, mostly Angola and Mozambique. 84 Although members of the independence movements from these countries had already come to study in the 1960s, the collapse of the Portuguese Empire created a new wave of Portuguese-speaking students arriving at Czechoslovak universities. Several former African students in Czechoslovakia returned home and took high political offices in their pro-soviet governments, and the traces of Czechoslovak educational influence can be seen even now. It is personified by President Filipe Nyusi of Mozambique, who concluded his studies at the Military Academy in Brno and speaks some Czech. However, despite this, former Portuguese students mostly returned as ordinary citizens, starting their careers as doctors, engineers or businessmen, who did not bring revolutionary ideas back to Portugal but instead accepted its political reality.
85

Portuguese Democracy and the Approach to Czechoslovakia before 1989
In the late 1970s Portugal gradually stabilised its democratic system, leaving the political volatility of previous years behind. The last remaining obstacle to a fully functioning democracy was the diarchal system of governance created by the 80 84 Interview with Marina Lopes from 9 June 2014, author's archive. 85 Interview with José Manuel Fernandes from 17 Oct. 2015, author's archive. constitution of 1976, which gave the military decisive powers in the form of the Council of the Revolution. 86 Even military officers, who had precipitated the changes of 1974, were losing their role as the watchdogs of the revolution. By 1980 there was no longer a military member as minister of defence. In 1981 the president of the republic stopped being the chief of general staff, and eventually, in November 1982, the approval of the Law of National Defence openly declared civilian control, abolishing the Council of the Revolution. This process was symbolically concluded by the election of the first non-military president of the republic in 1986.
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Portuguese support for dissidents and democratisation in Eastern Europe served to confirm this transition, which mirrored the deterioration of East-West relations in the new phase of the Cold War. 88 In the case of the signature of the Charter 77 petition in Czechoslovakia, the National Assembly of the Portuguese Republic sent a letter to Ambassador František Procházka in which it criticised the civil rights situation in Czechoslovakia and the way the government treated its political dissidents. When a Solidarność official and emigrant Jerzy Milewski attended a meeting of the Portuguese Unions in October 1984 he was personally greeted by Prime Minister Soares. 89 In this context it is interesting that some of the Portuguese in Czechoslovakia helped the dissidents on their own. It has been revealed recently that Ventura, while regularly coming to Prague, smuggled forbidden literature and opposition journals for Czech dissidents, and sent their texts to press agencies in the West. 91 He was labelled as persona non grata by the Portuguese authorities and forced to leave the country immediately.
92 Expelling a Czechoslovak diplomat was considered a good choice -the number of business agreements with Czechoslovakia was still relatively small and this diplomatic incident would have little impact on 86 Portuguese trade. 93 According to José Duarte de Jesus, who was working at the Portuguese embassy in Prague at the time, the incident was far more complicated. A member of the Portuguese contra espionage unit recorded a meeting between Janík and Portuguese union members in Coimbra, where they discussed their strategy in the upcoming demonstration against government policies.
94 At the same time, the Czechoslovak secret police suspected Duarte de Jesus of working with Portuguese intelligence -he was supposed to have sent financial aid to Solidarność in 1981.
95 Shortly after the announcement by the Portuguese government, the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs reacted by expelling Duarte de Jesus and Ambassador António de Baptista Martins. Only one Portuguese employee, who had no official diplomatic position, was allowed to remain at the embassy, which led to a decline in official relations between Portugal and Czechoslovakia. 96 The Portuguese government even considered abandoning the embassy completely. According to Jaroslav Střihavka, a Czech embassy employee, the reasons included both budget costs and pressure from the expelled Portuguese ambassador, who felt offended. 97 It is true that compared to the trade with major commercial partners, making less business together did not mean great harm to either economy; nevertheless, the drop in the value of goods shipped between Czechoslovakia and Portugal is clearly visible -shrinking from 216 million Czechoslovak crowns in 1980 to 118 million crowns in 1985.
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The PCP, unlike their Spanish counterparts, remained wedded to its alliance with the Soviet camp. Unlike other Western European communists, Cunhal maintained a pro-Soviet course in the 1980s and a disciplined party organisation inherited from the clandestine period. He condemned the dissidents and fully supported the Czechoslovak government in its actions against Václav Havel, the most prominent critic of the communist regime. 99 However, even the relations between the brother out between Portugal and Czechoslovakia was only 118 million crowns in 1985 but gradually rose to almost 200 million in 1989.
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The Portuguese diplomat Luis Quartin Bastos played an important role in the further development of mutual understanding between his country and Czechoslovakia in the late 1980s. He served as ambassador in Kinshasa during a difficult hostage situation in Angola in 1983-1984 involving sixty-six Czechoslovak citizens, helping to negotiate the conditions of their release. 107 He was eventually assigned to Czechoslovakia in early 1989, where he continued to support the Czechoslovak communist government and saw the opposition movement as a threat to the regime's stability. After the student demonstrations of 17 November 1989, the Portuguese ambassador remarked, 'what do the students want, anyway? They have all they need.' 108 The mood in Portugal was different. Young students and professionals from Porto, led by Álvaro Beleza, today an influential member of the Socialist Party, and José Pedro Aguiar-Branco, Portuguese Minister of Defence between 2011 and 2015, saw on television how their Czech counterparts fought in the streets for something that reminded them of the Portuguese fight for democracy in 1974. They decided to support the student revolution movement in Czechoslovakia and were fully backed by Mário Soares, who, in the interim, had become president of the republic.
109 They travelled to Prague and brought 50,000 roses, symbolic of the Carnation Revolution, and distributed them to the people who were gathering in the streets. 110 Soares himself was the first foreign head of state to visit Czechoslovakia after the 'Velvet Revolution', although in a private capacity. During this visit in December 1989, the Portuguese president gave a Renault car as an inauguration gift to the new Czechoslovak president, Václav Havel. 111 Soares invited Havel and his close friends to the Portuguese embassy for a dinner, where Havel was particularly interested in the democratisation and transition process in Portugal following the Carnation Revolution and asked for Soares's opinion regarding the Czechoslovak situation. 112 Soares also had an informal appointment with Alexander Dubček at the Intercontinental Hotel in the Old Town. Although seemingly incongruent, it was Álvaro Beleza's student group which approached Dubček at the Prague Castle during the preparations for the presidential election and channelled the offer for a meeting. 113 All in all, the spontaneous visit of Soares and the young Portuguese activists was a success and an inspiration for other statesmen who would come to Czechoslovakia in the following weeks. It also marked the start of an enduring personal friendship between Soares and Havel -he even assisted the Czech president with buying a summer house in Portugal -and supported the intensification of Luso-Czechoslovak/Czech relations in the 1990s, marked also by Portuguese aid for the Czech application for the membership in the European Union. 114 The new intensity of contacts also resulted into large business contracts -like the delivery of Skoda cars for the Portuguese police forces or the participation of Mota-Engil in the construction projects of Czech highways.
Conclusion
The years between 1968 and 1989 saw the development of new types of relationship between Czechoslovakia and Portugal. 1968 was an ambivalent moment. On the one hand, it led to disillusionment within the Portuguese communist emigration to Czechoslovakia. Some of the emigrants, like Cândida Ventura, would even leave the PCP and help Czechoslovak dissidents. On the other, the PCP leadership backed the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia because they depended on the financial and political support of Kremlin and favoured the Soviet Union in the SinoSoviet conflict. However, the obedience of the PCP was not rewarded. Under the conditions of détente, both the Soviet Union and the normalisation regime in Czechoslovakia began to develop political and economic relationship with the still authoritarian regime in Portugal. The advantages of economic cooperation increasingly outweighed the dreams of socialist revolution.
Cold War narratives emphasised Soviets hopes for a communist government in Portugal after the Carnation Revolution in 1974 and pointed to the fear in the West of major Soviet financial aid to the PCP as evidence of that. This article has sought to revise this narrative. During the period of transition, Eastern Bloc countries, including Czechoslovakia, observed the political tension with concern. Despite early hopes they quickly came to realise that Portugal would never adopt state socialism, and accepted the democratisation process. Financial and material support was offered to the PCP sufficient only to maintain the pretence of a socialist future; in fact such funding was deliberately limited. 115 As the PCP lost its relevance in the Portuguese parliamentary system the Czechoslovaks and Soviets instead concentrated on the development of 'progressive' regimes in Africa, such as the former Portuguese colony in Angola, where opportunities for Czechoslovak industry and consumer goods lay. Further support for the PCP in Portugal was then limited to minor forms of practical aid, such as assistance for newly created agricultural cooperatives or scholarships for leftist students to study in Czechoslovak universities.
Despite the criticism regarding Charter 77 and a diplomatic incident in the early 1980s, official relations between Portugal and Czechoslovakia gradually developed, thanks to the socialist government in Lisbon. 116 Just like their Spanish socialist counterparts, Portuguese governments prioritised better relations with the Eastern Bloc over support for dissidents. Czechoslovak communists were interested in Portugal as a market and did not question the results of the Portuguese democratic transition. As a result, contacts between Lisbon and Prague achieved a level of maturity even before the Czechoslovak Velvet Revolution in November 1989. November '89 itself is often described within the framework of the friendship between Soares and Havel, but it was the Velvet Revolution that brought both men together. This was in large part due to a group of young Portuguese activists who came to Czechoslovakia to re-enact symbolically their own country's Carnation Revolution -by supporting the student demonstrations in Prague.
